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Dinner may be purchased: Call the Elks Lodge to see 
what’s on the menu:  (972) 579-0005 
 
Bring a friend, co-worker or fellow angler to join the 
Irving Bass Club. 
 
Be sure to plan to participate in the raffle!  Roger Beall 
will have some neat prizes on the table, including a 
compact battery charger. 
 
When you arrive, sign in with Tom Briner at the back 
table.  It’s an easy way to win free stuff! 

 
March Program 

 

The guest speakers will be Billy and Kay Dyson… 
http://www.billyandkayfishing.com 

Billy and Kay have been dominating tournaments on 
Lake Fork for years now and were two time AOY for 
two years in a row fishing Media bass and JC Outdoors. 
They have consistently finished at the top in all the 
events they fish at Lake Fork and will be talking about 
how to locate bass on Fork and techniques for catching 
fish during our tournament. I’m not sure if Kay will be 
speaking but she sure is welcome!! I know our lady 
anglers would love to hear from her as well �  
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Tournament Director’s Notes 

 
Well, Palestine was not anything like I expected.  Great 
weather and still nothing biting that was big enough to 
weigh.  My only clue is the fact that they had the gates 
open.   
Billy Paul Mullen and Jim Stanley found some fish 
down south to take the win with 18.56 pounds.  Nancy 
and Charles came in 2nd with 16.23, while newcomers 
Jose and Jim fished Saturday only and still managed to 
place 3rd with 12.45. 
Cecilia and Phillip won the Husband/Wife with 8.42.  
Barbara and Bill took 2nd with 4.97, while Michele and 
Ozzie ended up 3rd with 4.65. 
Men’s Big Bass honors went to Jim O’Grady with a 
5.18, while Women’s honors went to Nancy with a 3.33 
lb-er. 
This month, as you all know, is our OPEN.  ANY and 
ALL HELP will be needed and appreciated.  Start time is 
6:20 a.m.  We will be out of Lake Fork Marina. 
There has been a SCHEDULE CHANGE.  This is due to 
the Johnson Creek Pavilion being booked the weekend 
of our Pines tournament in June.  We will instead be 
going to Pines in August – get your tents ready!  
Regarding June, I will let the Club know at the meeting 
April 1st.  I am wary of putting Bonham in June due to 
the low water situation.  They just are not getting any of 
this rain. 
- - Shawn 
 

5lb Exacta Pot: 
March:  $452.12 
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News 
 

Greetings and Salutations: 
Here’s some news from around the Club: 
 
Open Tournament Work Detail: 
Please sign up with Betty Bowen to work the Lake Fork 
Open on Friday, April 17th and Saturday, April 18th.  
We need everyone to help!  If you have signed up and 
are not sure of the time you are scheduled, please 
confirm with Betty.  Please be about five minutes early 
to begin your shift to ensure smooth transitions. 
 
Returning Members: 
Be sure to make our New Members feel welcome! 
 
Kyle McGillivray: 
Kyle just competed in the Junior BASS Federation State 
Tournament on Lake Amistad.  Although Kyle is only 
10 years old, he competed in the 11- to 14-year old 
division.  We congratulate Kyle on his 17th place finish! 
 
Almost a 5-lb’er! 
At Palestine, Billy Paul caught one that stopped flopping 
at 5.02 lbs!! They massaged and massaged that fish, but 
no go!  It’s been 3 years since Tom Briner won the 5-lb 
exactly pot. 
 

Notes 
 
At the March Meeting, Richard Osborn and Chris 
McLain discussed some tactics and presentations to use 
this time of year.  Here are a few of the points covered: 
 
1. Large spinnerbaits with a double willow blade 

pattern have lots of lift and can be thrown in shallow 
water and bumped over the stumps.  White is a good 
choice now.  A slow, steady retrieve is effective.  
Hopping the bait over logs slowly works, too.  A 
spinnerbait is good for searching.   

2. Another good choice is a lizard or fluke thrown right 
up on the bank and dragged off.  Rogues are good – 
start, stop, suspend.  Rattletraps are more effective in 
grass and around docks. 

3. Presentations:  (a) Shakey-head on 7 ft medium rod, 
20 lb braid with 5 ft of 10 lb. fluorocarbon leader, 
blood knot.  Zoom Magnum finesse worm is flat like 
a Senko.  (b) Drop Shot – fish like a Carolina Rig, 
but in shallow water, or around docks, or points, in 
10-15 ft water.  Shake, pull up slack.  Bite will be 
‘mushy’.  The hook sets itself – just pull.  Use 7 ft 
medium light equipment. 

 

 
 
Richard reminds us about safety:  Don’t be stupid in big 
water – life jackets, kill switches, working bilge pump, 
radio turned on – these are all important.  Shawn Maner 
suggests storing the cell phone in a Ziploc bag so that 
even in an emergency, the phone will still work.  
 
Lake Fork Open Tournament – Request for Raffle Prizes 
Because of tough economic times, a lot of our sponsors 
are pulling back on providing prizes for our Open 
Tournament Raffle.  We have also had to cancel the 
goodie bag giveaway.  Please be creative and THINK 
about how we can fill this gap!  Please ask area 
businesses for donations whenever possible and 
coordinate your efforts with Roger Beall.  Even cash will 
be accepted – we will have to purchase some prizes and 
will have to have at least a few kids’ prizes to give away 
as well.  For those that donate, I will be glad to help 
coordinate some recognition at the Open, and we would 
certainly be willing to have flyers available at the sign-in 
table if you provide them.  If we end up being able to 
provide some type of goodie bag, we can include the 
flyers in the bags.  Let someone on the Board know your 
suggestions and offers! 
 
Remember that our Tournament has an excellent 
reputation for being not only fair and fun, but also a 
good value.   
 
FOR DISCUSSION AT THE APRIL 1 MEETING:  

 
The Board Members are very concerned about the 
October Lake Fork Open.  Berkeley’s 3-day tournament 
will be held on the same weekend as our Open, and they 
are expected to draw a large number of entries.  We 
believe that this will create a hazardous environment for 
our Open.  Therefore, the Board suggests that the Open 
be moved UP one weekend to October 10.  We will 
discuss this change at the April 1st meeting and will vote 
at the May 6th meeting, with 2/3rds of the members 
present carrying the vote. 
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Jim O’Grady 
with the winning 
fish plus a bonus. 
(Left) 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles and 
Nancy (a little 
shameless self-
promotion! 
(Right) 
 

Jack and Betty 
with some nice 
fish on a nice 
Spring day at 
Palestine (Right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New guy Phil 
adding to his 
stats (Below) 

Now I know ONE of you 
isn’t named OZZIE!   
 
Check out 
www.fishingtexas.net 
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Tim & 
Cheryl Holt 
at the March 
Meeting 


